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MESSAGE FROM THE
ADMINISTRATOR

Welcome to the SafARoads Newsletter, a publication of the
Arkansas Highway Safety Office (AHSO). This first issue is
designed for you our fellow Department of Public Safety
and Arkansas State Police staff members, law enforcement
agencies, legislative stakeholders, safety partners, safety
advocates and Arkansans, in general. 

Staying in line with NHTSA’s traffic safety initiatives, we seek
to bring a greater awareness of who we are and what we do
at the AHSO along with our core values of honor, integrity,
and excellence. Our simple mission is to eradicate
preventable crash fatalities, serious injuries, and economic
losses on Arkansas roadways. 

The Arkansas Highway Safety Office (AHSO) administers
federal highway safety grant funds from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and
oversees statewide behavioral highway safety programs,
making effective use of those funds and other resources to
save lives and reduce injuries on the State’s roads. We
provide leadership, innovation, and program support in
partnership with traffic safety advocates, law enforcement
professionals, and other safety organizations.  More About
AHSO>>> Click Here 
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Who's Who at AHSO
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Highway Safety
Administrator

Traffic Manager, Crash
Analyst, FARS SUP.

Highway Safety
Office Manager

Program Manager,
eGrants, Occup. Pro.

Program Manager,
Impaired Driving

Law Enforcement
Liason

BRIDGET WHITE

READ NOW

CINDY GRISHAM

DEBRA HOLLIS

MICHAEL CATANACH

CHIP PAYNE

ALTON TAYLOR
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AHSO Who's Who
I N T R O D U C I N G

Program Manager,
Public Info/Education 

Administrative
Specialist I

FARS Analyst I, News
Support

Administrative
Specialist

FARS Analyst, News
Support

Highway Safety
Office Intern

EARMA BROWN

READ NOW

DIANE SPENCER

GWEN VERNON

HAILIE HEAVNER 

JULIE MUNDY

PEYTON REEVES
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J u m p  a r o u n d  –  G e t  E x c i t e d !  –  M a k e  n o i s e ! ! !  W o o h o o !  W e  A R e  S a v i n g  L i v e s  t o g e t h e r ! ! !

· A H S O  v i a  N H T S A  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  f u n d e d  $ 1 . 1 5  M i l l i o n  f o r  2 5  f u l l y  e q u i p p e d

s e r v i c e  v e h i c l e s  D o d g e  U V s  f o r  A r k a n s a s  S t a t e  P o l i c e  t o  f o c u s  o n  d i s t r a c t e d

d r i v i n g  e n f o r c e m e n t .

· A H S O  m a t c h e d  a n d  f u n d e d  U A - C A P S *  t e a m  i n n o v a t i o n  o f  A r k a n s a s ’ s  D W I

C o u r t  s u s p e n d e d  l i c e n s e  p r o c e s s  t o  b e t t e r  i n p u t  f i e l d  o f f i c e r  f o r m  d a t a

d i r e c t l y  i n t o  D M V  s y s t e m  a n d  a u t o n o m o u s l y  c o m p l e t e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o u r t -

o r d e r e d  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  l i c e n s e s  t h e r e b y  h e l p i n g  r e m o v e  D W I / D U I  o f f e n d e r s

f r o m  A r k a n s a s  r o a d w a y s .

· A H S O  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r  M i c h a e l  C a t a n a c h  a n d  t h e  A H S O  t e a m  m e m b e r s

c o n t i n u e  t o  i m p r o v e  a n d  e x p a n d  w i t h  t h e  A H S O ’ s  E g r a n t  s y s t e m

i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  M a r c h  2 0 1 9 .  T h e  A H S O  c a n  n o w  c r e a t e  g r a n t s ,  s o l i c i t

p r o p o s a l s ,  r e v i e w ,  a n d  a p p r o v e  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  g e n e r a t e  a g r e e m e n t s ,  r e v i e w

p r o j e c t  r e p o r t s ,  m o n i t o r  p r o j e c t s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y .  

 M o r e  A H S O  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  

AHSO ACCOMPLISHMENTS

STEPS IN ACTION
A H S O  g r a n t s  a r e  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( N H S T A )  i n  2 0 1 4 .  N H T S A  g r a n t s  b y  A H S O  a w a r d e d  $ 3 . 9

m i l l i o n  i n  f e d e r a l  g r a n t  m o n i e s  f o r  F Y 2 0 2 2 .  T h e  S T E P S  ( S e l e c t i v e  T r a f f i c

E n f o r c e m e n t  P r o j e c t s )  g r a n t s  a d d r e s s  i m p a i r e d  a n d  d i s t r a c t e d  d r i v i n g ,

o c c u p a n t  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c h i l d  p a s s e n g e r  s a f e t y .  O t h e r  s t a t e  f u n d e d  g r a n t s

f u n d  A S P  n e w  v e h i c l e s ,  t h e  n e w  P e d / B i k e  –  D r i v e r s  E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s

a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  p a r t n e r s  A r k a n s a s  C h i l d r e n ’ s  H o s p i t a l ,  A R D O T  a n d  C i t y  o f

L i t t l e  R o c k ,  A r k a n s a s .  T h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e s e  g r a n t s  i s  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  a d m i n i s t e r

p r o g r a m s  t h a t  i m p r o v e  h i g h w a y  s a f e t y  t h r o u g h  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  e n r o l l m e n t

a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  T o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  S T E P S  I n  A c t i o n ,  C l i c k  H e r e  

OTHER SAFETY NEWS & UPDATES! MINI STEPS 

 GROW TO 50
A f t e r  n e a r l y  a  y e a r ,  A r k a n s a s

G o v e r n o r  A s a  H u t c h i n s o n

l i f t e d  t h e  b a n  o n  t r a v e l

r e c e n t l y .  R e t i r e d  U . S .

P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e r  a n d  f o r m e r

C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  P r o f e s s o r ,

M r .  A l t o n  T a y l o r  w a s

e x c i t e d !  W h e n  a s k e d  w h y ,  h e

r e p l i e d ,  “ I  l o v e  g e t t i n g  t o

m e e t  f a c e  t o  f a c e  . . .  M o r e ?

C l i c k  h e r e

CINDY'S CORNER
C i n d y  G r i s h a m  i s  t h e  T r a f f i c

R e c o r d s  M a n a g e r  h e r e  a t  t h e

H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  O f f i c e ,

o t h e r w i s e  k n o w n  a s  o u r

r e s i d e n t  d a t a  c r u n c h e r .

B a s e d  o n  h e r  p r e l i m i n a r y

d a t a ,  t h i s  i s  w h a t ' s  t r e n d i n g  

 i n  A r k a n s a s :

T h i s  y e a r :  3 5 9  d e a t h s  o n

A r k a n s a s  r o a d s .  P r e v e n t

t r a g e d y .  D r i v e  s a f e .
* P r e l i m i n a r y  a s  o f  A u g  1 4 .

T O T A L  A R  R O A D W A Y

F A T A L I T I E S  Y T D  2 0 2 1

3 5 9 *

T O T A L  A R  R O A D W A Y

F A T A L I T I E S  F O R  2 0 2 0

5 8 0 *

C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  m o r e .

HSO GRANT FAQS
Q u e s t i o n :  H o w  d o e s  A H S O

d e c i d e  w h a t  p r o g r a m s  w i l l

b e  f u n d e d ?

A n s w e r :  T h e  a n n u a l  p r o c e s s

f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h a t

p r o j e c t s  w i l l  r e c e i v e

f e d e r a l  t r a f f i c  s a f e t y

f u n d i n g  s t a r t s  w i t h  a

t h o r o u g h  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e

m o s t  r e c e n t  A r k a n s a s

t r a f f i c  c r a s h  d a t a  t h a t  i s

c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  t h e  A H S O

u s i n g  F A R S  a n d  e C r a s h

d a t a .  E m p h a s i s  i s  p l a c e d  o n

t h e  t h r e e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y

t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  p e r f o r m a n c e

m e a s u r e s  f o r  s t a t e s : . . . C l i c k

h e r e  f o r  m o r e .
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Recent AR B.A.T.Mobile Reveal @DSOGPO Event

AHSO Administrator Bridget White and Office Manager Debra Hollis represent at July 4,

2021 DSOGPO event hosted by partners NHTSA, Arkansas  and Missouri National Parks and

respective new B.A.T. Mobile Reveal of each state.

Read More

FOLLOW OUR SOCIAL MEDIA
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